
Imagine rummaging through old boxes with 
Bertone employees in hotel basements in 
Turin, italy; video taping interviews and 

photographing lost artifacts; retrieving a 
marked envelope with a mysterious thumb 
drive left at a European hotel; late night 
train rides; attempting to convince italian 
bankruptcy attorneys to give us access to 
buildings; prowling around the maserati fac-
tory before security guards noticed.

When i began unearthing information on 

the 780, it was surprisingly difficult. Per-Åke 
Fröberg, head of Volvo heritage in Go-
thenburg, reported they had little more than 
sales brochures in the official Volvo archives 
because the 780 had been produced in italy. 
And Bertone has fallen into a messy bank-
ruptcy. presently all their assets, including 
the 780 files, are locked away in the guarded 
and dilapidated Stile Bertone headquarters. 
That’s assuming the assets survived after the 
2005 expiration of a 20-year preservation 
clause, in which Volvo required Bertone to 

keep the original molds, fabrication tools, 
and records.

Even Nuccio Bertone’s widow, and former 
cEO, lilli, has not been able to help open 
the physical doors or uncover the files of 
the 780. Gian Beppe Panicco, who worked 
as Nuccio’s assistant and later became the 
communications director for Bertone, said in 
a phone interview what has happened to the 
780 records is simply “unfathomable.”

I knew there had to be more to this story. 
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a scan of the internet revealed only dated 
auto magazine reviews focusing on techni-
cal details. Who were the people behind 
this nine-year joint venture between Volvo 
and Bertone? Why are so many individuals 
identifying the 780 project as the highlight 
of their careers?

The Volvo 780 is certainly a unique car. 
The first time I saw one, I was certain it 
was a maserati Biturbo with a Volvo badge. 
The powertrain is interchangeable with the 
700- series, but the exterior and interior are 

unique. it was a genuinely hand-built car, 
with no more than 12 units coming off the 
Turin assembly line each day, featuring 65 
sq. ft. of premium leather, matched burl and 
elm wood on the dash and doors, and every 
option of the day included. With a sticker 
price of more than $75,000 in today’s dol-
lars, it was the most exclusive Volvo ever 
made, including today’s polestar S60/V60 at 
$62,000.

The 780 was an audacious goal for a car 
company that had established itself as the 

maker of safe and utilitarian vehicles. Would 
a practically minded Volvo customer ever 
buy an italian-built sports coupe? The re-
sounding answer from Volvo’s management 
in 1982 was, “Yes.”

The hope was for the 780 to reach col-
lector’s status. Yet only nine years after the 
debut at the Geneva motor Show in 1985, 
the 780 project would come to a dramatic 
close on December 7, 1990, leaving a legacy 
of a mere 8,518 cars produced with some 
5,700 imported into the U.S.
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The Beginning
in 1912, Giovanni Bertone began as a 
humble fabricator of steel rims that encircled 
wooden wagon wheels. By the early 30s, 
Bertone lived in the technical center of 
italy, as the neighborhoods around Tu-
rin were filled with coachbuilders who 
designed customized bodies for a growing 
number of motorcar manufactures. after 
WW II, Giovanni’s son, Nuccio, took over 
the company, recruited top designers, and 
gained fame with the alfa romeo Giulietta 
Sprint in 1954, for example. They became a 
company that embodied true italian passion, 
zeal, and innovation with creations such as 
the lancia Stratos, Ferrari Dino 308, the 
lamborghini countach, and the Fiat X1/9.

The Volvo-Bertone partnership goes 
back as far as 1973, when Gian Beppe 
panicco and his wife were vacationing in 
Gothenburg. While visiting Volvo, panicco 
was intrigued with the “strange working 
methods” that Volvo used in their produc-
tion. he submitted a proposal for Bertone 
to help Volvo with the design and produc-
tion of the limited 264TE—essentially to 
“stretch a sedan into a limo.” it was a move 
that launched Bertone as a complete vehicle 
manufacturer instead of just building bodies. 
in 1977, Volvo and Bertone partnered again 
on the “chopped top” 262c.

in august of 1981, Volvo and Bertone 
signed a deal to co-develop the 780. Bertone 
was tasked with the design, engineering, 

sourcing, and production. Volvo would 
handle all testing and marketing. The project 
was officially called Project 1780. Hans 
Gustavsson, who had been project manager 
for the 760 program, became the 780 project 
director.

Economically, it wasn’t practical for 
Volvo to produce the limited 780 in their 
higher volume, automated factories in 
Sweden. Given the successful partnership 
in the past, Bertone was the logical partner 
for the 780. Sven-Gunnar Johansson, who 
was the 780 technical project manager, 
recalls some of the initial skepticism from 
corporate Volvo. They questioned whether 
italians could build to the uncompromising 
standards of Volvo. “To the typical Swede, 
italian cars brought to mind rusty Fiats, 
falling apart on the side of the road, unfit for 
harsher climates.” in the end, Volvo became 
convinced that with enough oversight it 
could be done.

Designing the 780
The styling study began in September 1981. 
Bertone produced some ambitious draw-
ings of a sleek, stout, and innovative sports 
coupe. Volvo’s reaction to the first drawings 
was one of concern. Some wanted little 
more than a “chop top” modification of a 
760, following the logic of the 262c, but 
Bertone disagreed and insisted on a totally 
fresh look.

The initial drawings were deemed too ag-
gressive. paolo caccamo, chairman of car-
rozzeria Bertone 1982–2000, who was often 
in those early meetings with Nuccio and his 
team, recalls the first sketches, “They would 
have been amazing to see produced, but we 
were obligated to make sure the 780 was 
also a true Volvo. in particular, the front and 
rear were considered too forward-looking, 
too different, too far from the classic Volvo 
image.”

Jan Wilsgaard, Volvo chief designer 
1950–1990, was sent to Turin to ensure 
Volvo’s aspirations were heard. he spent 
long hours at Bertone, working alongside the 
designers. He recalled it as a “highly effi-
cient collaboration, in a friendly atmosphere 
of mutual understanding.”

But there must have been some rather 
intense conversations as Wilsgaard was 
tasked with keeping the 780 in the conserva-
tive styling of the 760—its first cousin. One 
wonders how Nuccio responded after being 
told that his first drawings were too sporty 
and the rear window had to be more straight. 
In 1982, the designs were market tested in 
the U.S. The feedback was they were “too 
serious looking,” which gave Bertone some 
support for his ideas.

in the end, there were three designs to 
choose from—one similar to the 760, one 
too different, and one that was a compromise 
and satisfied everyone. But through it all was 

Father and son Bertone.

Sven-Gunnar Johansson was the techni-
cal project manager for the 780. He 
is still with Volvo Cars in Gothenburg, 
currently working on the new XC90. 
Sven-Gunnar has collected extensive 
documentation on the 780. Excited 
about the chance to tell his story, he 
graciously connected me to many 
of the key leaders at Bertone who 
co-labored with him for years on this 
historic project. Here at the Paris motor 
Show in 2012.
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a true blend of Volvo lines infused with ital-
ian flair and innovation. Caccamo, reflecting 
back on the design said, “If we had to redo 
it today, we might round out the slightly an-
gular roof, but the sides have a certain vigor 
which makes the car intense and exciting.”

By 1982, the designers had completed the 
styling studies and the engineers went into 
modeling and preparation for full produc-
tion. Everyone seemed pleased with the 
chosen design.

The Factory
Bertone had two separate facilities in Turin—
carrozzeria Bertone, the manufacturing wing 
of the company, where the factory is located, 
and Stile Bertone, the design house. To actu-
ally produce the 780, some 200,000 sq. ft. 
had to be added to the existing 750,000 sq. 
ft. factory. a 1986 autocar article described 
the new factory as, “Lacking all the touches 
that make an Italian car factory an Italian 
car factory. here, for instance, you don’t 
see workers playing cards on their lunch 
breaks, and there aren’t any rally car posters 
around. It’s a clean, efficient, and dull place, 
enlivened only by Bertone workers pedaling 
yellow painted bicycles around.”

mario panizza, the former project man-
ager for Bertone, who joined the team in 
1984, drove me out to the old 780 factory, in 
Grugliasco outside of Turin. maserati pur-
chased the building in 2009, but other than 
the front sign little has changed. and the 
street that runs beside the factory now bears 
the name Nuccio Bertone avenue.

in a 1986 autocar interview, paolo cac-
camo commented, “We received a kit of 

parts from Sweden: about 80 percent of the 
floor-pan along with the suspension, engine, 
transmission, heater, and air conditioning. 
Everything else has been designed by us.”

a separate body shop, paint shop, and as-
sembly building were put up to ensure Volvo 
that standards would be met. an interest-
ing feature was a tunnel from the assembly 
building to the parking lot across the street 
where the finished 780s were moved on a 
conveyer belt in preparation for shipment.

It took 49 hours to build a 780 at peak 
production. initial projections had estimated 

Some design sketches.

mario Panizza pointing to his former office and the adjacent experimental shop, an 
in-house research and design department that created many one-off parts for the 
780. He explained, “all prototype vehicles were assembled in this shop. trim com-
ponents were often manufactured there before a design was agreed upon and an 
outside supplier was chosen for production.”

w
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that 30 units could be made in a day, but in 
reality no more than 12 per day were ever 
produced. Most of the time was spent in final 
assembly and inspection, having moved more 
quickly through the body and paint shops.

The plant ran a one-shift operation from 

7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. with one hour for 
lunch. Workers had 10-minute breaks in the 
morning and afternoon. The assembly line 
never stopped, so a replacement would step 
when someone was on break. The factory 
ran five days a week.

Working Together
The Volvo and Bertone leadership teams met 
in the Stiles Bertone offices. It was there 
that endless hours of meetings took place 
during the design and pre-production days. 
collaboration was not easy since both teams 
had to work in their non-native English. 
Nuccio, who spoke in broken English, was 
dependent on a translator. mauro charriere, 
who started in 1973 as a basic line worker, 
was quickly promoted to foreman and then 
to management to oversee the experimental 
shop, largely due to his technical skills and 
his proficiency in English. When we met in 
Turin, he showed me a well-worn packet 
of papers held together with a rusty staple. 
it was his handmade glossary of terms that 
he created to describe very specific parts of 
the 780. The left column was in italian, the 
middle in English, and the right a phonetic 
way to pronounce the parts for the italian 
assembly workers.

There were also the obvious cultural dif-
ferences. mario panizza said with a smile on 
his face, “Volvo had to follow us because we 
were italian and they were Swedish. in real-
ity, we reached a good compromise when we 
worked on projects. Sometimes we used too 

the turin plant in the 1980s.

Back row (left to right): Peter Davidsson, ove Lindblad, Hans Gustavsson, Gunnar Wikeby, Kjell Johnsson.
middle row: Leif Jansson, Paolo Caccamo, Egon Bergman, olof Wendel.
Front row: mario Panizza, robert Belfrage, Eric de Graaf, Sven-Gunnar Johansson, Bengt Helgesson.
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much fantasy, not following the rules 100 
percent, and the Swedes were too straight. 
So we were good for each other.”

Those relationships extended beyond 
work. “The families would get together on 
the weekends. I wasn’t married in those 
days, but i was always included with the 
employees’ families. i am still close to many 
of them even today,” mauro charriere said.

Non-Compromising Attitude 
towards Quality
Volvo’s biggest concern was Bertone’s 
ability to achieve, and even exceed, Volvo’s 
quality standards.

One hundred 780s were produced when 
production began in September 1985 before 
Bertone could achieve the quality demanded 
by Volvo. in a 1984 autocar interview, 
paolo caccamo said, “Volvo drives us mad 
as far as quality goes. Their standards are 
particularly high when it comes to resistance 
to heat, corrosion, cold temperatures, and all 
gaps and clearances.”

chris constanzo, who was one of the 
quality control inspectors on the 780 line 
overseeing 40 workers, explains “Quality 
control was everything. after we started 
working on the 780, I could see faults in cars 
that i would never have spotted before. They 
were simply not accepted by Volvo.”

among the artifacts he brought to our 
meeting in Turin was the final inspection 
report of the last 780 produced, on Decem-
ber 7, 1990. he also told me about a 780 
that was in the final assembly process when 
a battery leaked, ruining the paint on the 
fender and inside the engine compartment. 
rather than repaint, Bertone ordered the 
entire car destroyed, no margin for error was 
allowed.

Sven-Gunnar Johansson recalls a discus-

sion with mario panizza regarding how 
many times the fuel door would be opened 
in the life span of the car. mario and Dante 
morsone, head of engineering at Bertone, 
ran the numbers and came back with 5,000 
times based on 18 mpg and the average 
number of miles driven in the life span of 
the car. Sven-Gunnar responded, “That isn’t 
acceptable. The number needs to be 20,000 
times, not 5,000. To follow Volvo standards 
this includes a full test of the complete 
operating system with hot and cold chamber 
tests and dirt contamination exposures. So, 
please, rework the hardware to ensure dura-
bility to that level of use.” Needless to say, 
the fuel door was reengineered.

at times passionate discussions, bordering 
on all-out arguments, would ensue among 
the Bertone leaders. Not knowing Italian, 
Sven-Gunnar was unsure of the exact topic 
being discussed. But within a few minutes, 
the conversations would stop and one of the 
Bertone leaders would turn and speak calmly 
in English, “We will do it that way. it will 
be fine.” No doubt the reality of producing 
a car at Volvo’s quality standards took some 
internal adjustment for Bertone.

another example of a process that had 
to be reworked was the assembly of body 
panels. Bertone, like most coachbuilders of 
the day, used basic hand tools to fabricate 
the sheet metal. When panels were joined 
they were welded and then ground smooth. 
This was not acceptable to Volvo because 
the zinc plating, which protected the metal 
from rusting, would be compromised.

So all body panels had to be formed as 
a single piece, correct from the beginning. 
mauro charriere explained, “We would 
typically spot weld a seam, and had to learn 
to weld a continuous bead along a seam, that 
was then measured precisely.”

Bertone later adopted this process for all 
of their cars.

Testing the Interior Down 
Under
in 1984, the 780 was ready for warm 
climate endurance testing. Several of the 
pre-production cars were sent to australia, 
where they were driven from Sydney to 
perth—a 42-hour, 2,500-mile journey across 
a grueling, baking hot terrain. The interior 
components, which had to withstand the rig-
ors of temperature changes, were of special 
concern. after all, buyers of a luxury coupe 
would have little tolerance for poor buckling 
trim or fading seats.

paolo caccamo described the interior 
testing process, “all of the interior compo-
nents had to withstand extended exposure to 
225 degree temperatures without suffering 
the slightest distortion or variation in color. 
Volvo is the only manufacture to have such 
rigid specifications.”

Overall, the car did well, but there were 
some interior trim panels that began to 
fade and warp in the australian sun. The 
foiling method—the process of gluing the 
fabric to the panel itself—was reviewed and 
improved to address the problem. Several 
modifications were made, and more tests 
were needed, but a trip back to Australia was 
not feasible due to the looming production 
schedule.

Sven-Gunnar had an idea. he wanted to 
get the new panels back to the high tempera-
ture test facilities in Gothenburg. “We didn’t 
want to fly them back and risk the potential 
for the panels to be exposed to cold tem-
peratures on the flight, throwing off the test 
results. We had a 760 test car in Turin that 
we used for various purposes. So we took 
out the back seat and many of the interior 
parts to maximize space. We then filled it to 
the top with the redesigned 780 door panels 
and trim pieces. Two Volvo employees 
were tasked with driving the 760 back to 
Gothenburg without stopping. Upon arrival 
at Volvo, the panels were sent for testing and 
the two drivers were rewarded with the op-
portunity to drive one of the prototype 780s 
home for the weekend. They became instant 
celebrities in their community and had brag-
ging rights for years to come. Fortunately, 
these enhanced improved trim pieces passed 
the endurance testing.” w

mauro Charriere came to our interview 
meeting with a box of files and com-
memorative items. He even brought an 
unopened Bertone uniform, which he 
proudly displayed. He seemed to em-
body the attitude of the workers that 
built the 780.

the Volvo 780 was hand-built in the 
turin factory.
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Final Approval
Durability was critical, but so was safety. 
There were many first safety innovations on 
the 780 that later made their way into the 
other line up. B-pillars reinforcements for 
side impact protection and seat belt pre-ten-
sioners were firsts on the 780. Automotive 
journalist Phil Berg wrote in an AutoWeek 
article in 1985, after seeing the 780 at the 
Geneva motor Show, “if you want to im-
press your friends, you can tell them about 
the 780’s small explosive charges hidden in 
the door posts that instantly lock seat belts in 
a collision. But don’t demonstrate them.”

Driver’s side airbag and ABS brake 
system were also on the 780, which was 
first introduced in a Volvo in 1984. Mauro 
recalled testing the aBS systems in the side 
yard outside the experimental shop. after 
putting down a layer of soap on the asphalt, 
to ensure the car would slide, he drove 
over the area and braked hard. “I was a bit 
nervous on the first run, but quickly realized 
this was going to work well in stopping the 
car.”

another test that created a bit of stress at 
the Volvo Safety center concerned the wood 
trim—exquisite and beautiful, but initially 
not very safety oriented. Nothing worse than 
wood splinters in a crash. But handmade 

wood was one of the 780’s defining features. 
The solution required reshaping the wood 
and inserting a steel plate into the layers of 
wood that would provide better crash elastic-
ity. The contoured part of the wood on the 
glove box is more than style; it is part of the 
Volvo safety influence.

another intense moment for the Volvo 
team, preparing for the 1985 Geneva motor 
Show, was passing the required inspection 
by the homologation authorities. There are 
government inspection groups in various 
countries that are authorized to oversee these 
tests. a particular area of concern was the 
uniquely designed front seat belt attachment 
points at the base of the B-pillars. in order 
for the belt to move out of the way for some-
one entering the rear seat, the seat moves 
forward and the bottom section of the seat 
belt has a loop that slides along a 12 inch 
steel rod. One of the Volvo required safety 
tests was to take the 780 body, without inte-
rior or glass, and attach cables to the anchor 
points of the seat belts. The cables ran out 
the front windshield area and were attached 
to a winch that pulled, at extremely high ten-
sion, simulating crash pressures. During the 
test, the steel rod attachment point failed and 
bent under the strain.

The Swedish homologation inspectors, 

who approve certain safety tests in addi-
tion to Volvo’s own rigorous standards, 
were only going to be available for 48 more 
hours. it would then be a full month before 
they would return, creating delays that could 
seriously compromise the deadline.

Sven-Gunnar and the team scrambled. 
They were up all night considering options. 
They decided that using one of the highest 
grades of steel was the only choice, but it 
had to be sourced and fabricated. Bertone 
quickly dispatched the design requirements 
to the supplier and a courier was dispatched 
to fly the newly fabricated rod back to 
Gothenburg. a Volvo team met him at the 
airport and took the part to the mechani-
cal lab at Volvo, where the car body was 
prepared for a pre-test.

The new rod worked and the team 
prepared during the night for the test with 
the inspectors the next morning. The rods 
performed as anticipated and the inspectors 
gave the 780 their full safety approval. There 
was a big celebration and the Volvo and Ber-
tone team members were treated to a “thank 
you” dinner. The courier literally never let 
this new part out of his hand for the entire 
flight! It was too important to risk even the 
slightest possibility of another delay. 

The Volvo 780 was unveiled at the Geneva International Motor Show on March 5, 1985.
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The Big Debut
On march 4, 1985 representatives from Vol-
vo and Bertone gathered on a cold, snowy 
night in Geneva, Switzerland at the massive 
palexpo center near the airport for the 55th 

Geneva motor Show. The monday evening 
was one of celebration, but a subtle anxiety 
was mixed in with the excitement, because 
the next morning, after three long years of 
work, the 780 would be unveiled.

The Volvo and Bertone teams worked 
behind the scenes inspecting and making last 
minute adjustments. The Volvo corporate 
leadership, including Nuccio Bertone, peter 
Davidsson and leif Jansson, entertained 
guests and had a chance to inspect the two 
models that were now in position on the 
Bertone and Volvo stands, one silver and 
one black 780. A light blue one would be on 
display afterwards, for the press to sit in and 
see up close.

The actual unveiling of the 780 was held 
in a separate arena in the show building. 
after the press meeting, Volvo and Bertone 
used their respective exhibition stands in 
the big hall to display the 780 to the public, 
along with other models in their 1985 line 
up.

As the official unveiling time approached, 
Vivaldi’s Spring from the Four Seasons 
played over the speakers to set a tone of 

elegance and classical refinement. The cer-
emony began with Nuccio Bertone stepping 
to the podium before a crowd of eager jour-
nalists and leaders from the automobile com-
munity. To his right was the veiled 780 and 
behind him were large placards emblazed 
with the Bertone logo and Volvo 780.

Nuccio, who spoke in English, with a 
strong italian accent, read from his pre-
pared notes, “Our meeting here today and 
the agreement signed with Volvo for the 
development and production of the new 780 
model represents a goal of great significance 
for my company and me. Bertone is but a 
midget in a world of giant manufacturers 
and it is this very characteristic that repre-
sents an excellent mechanism for the design 
and small-scale production of high-quality, 
prestige vehicles beyond the reach of the 
industrial colossuses.” he continued on for a 
few minutes and then concluded with, “my 
long experience in the design and manufac-
turing of high quality cars permits me to say 
that the Volvo 780 is the best product we 
have ever made!”

There was an enthusiastic applause. at 
that point, Gustavsson stepped to the podium 
and took over the microphone. Hans gave 
a detailed description of the 780, highlight-
ing the fact that it is 100 percent Volvo with 
its attention to quality and safety, but is a 

wholly unique car both inside and out.
Hans focused on the technical specifica-

tions and engineering accomplishments 
with mentions of the transmission, emission 
standards, cooling system, front and rear 
deformation zones and the all new seat belt 
pre-tensioner. He then paused and looked 
out at the crowd, “So far we have not given 
you anything but the details of the car. What 
does it look like? Well, ladies and gentle-
men, it is a pleasure for me to present the 
Volvo 780 to complete the model range of 
our new 700 series cars.” at that moment, 
the covering, with the Bertone logo, was 
pulled from the car to reveal the silver 780.

The crowd erupted in applause. The 780 
had officially been launched. For the next 
two weeks, eager automobile journalists 
and aficionados toured the show. The world 
finally got to see this much anticipated car 
45 months after the deal between Volvo and 
Bertone was signed.

The debut of a new car is always an odd 
mix of emotions. For the members of the 
780 team, they were undoubtedly relieved 
to have reached this milestone moment. On 
the other hand, there were still underlying 
anxieties about certain technical features that 
were still being refined.

Sven-Gunnar insisted, “We had worries, 
but no mishaps. The seats were of special 

the public—even dealers—often misunderstood the lofty vision of the 780, and within a few years these noble cars were on used 
car lots, sometimes sold as another uninspiring 700 model. my wife purchased our burgundy 1991 (the model name changed to 
Coupe that year), one of 400 imported to the U.S. in the final year of production, from a used car lot in north Carolina in 1995. 
the salesman told her, “this is a 2-door 940. It’s been here now for three months. no one is actually sure what it is.”

w
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concern given they were completely rede-
signed with lumbar support and eight-way 
adjustable power controls; there were lots 
of moving motors and cables that were all 
newly designed.” Fortunately, there were no 
issues.

The Geneva motor show ran for two 
weeks. The Volvo Bertone team spent much 
of their time handing out press release 
folders and answering questions, as well as 
providing an opportunity for people to get 
hands on with the car. Sven-Gunnar recalls 
one zealous journalist from a well-known 
Swedish daily. he was a big guy with an 
even bigger personality, who was deter-
mined to open the trunk of the 780. What 
he didn’t understand was that the trunk lid 
had been engineered, in the italian tradition, 
with no handle on the outside. The only way 
to open the 780 trunk is via a cable release 
on the driver’s side B-pillar when the door 
is open or electronically via a button in the 
glove box. mr. persistent pulled and pushed 
everything he could find on the trunk lid, 
including the license plate light, which broke 
off in his hand. Needless to say, the team 
was more vigilant for the remainder of the 
show to ensure everyone understood the 
proper way to open the trunk.

The media response was overwhelmingly 

positive. AutoWeek reported that the 780 
represented, “One of the most significant 
new cars for the U.S. market introduced in 
Geneva.”

Full Production
Full production began in September 1985. 
The first units were for the European market 
and sold as 1986 models. The U.S. would 
follow a year later with the 1987 models. in 
years thereafter, the 780 would go through 
several enhancements and refinements. The 
initial engine shown Geneva, a B250FT, 
was never put into production. in 1987, the 
U.S. bound cars were equipped with the 
rather tepid 2.8 liter peugeot-renault-Volvo 
V6 engine. By 1989, the 780 came with 
the Turbo+ version of the well-regarded 
B230FT red block motor. In the U.S., it held 
the bragging rights as the most powerful 
Volvo to date at a whopping 188hp. n
This is an ongoing research project. I plan to 
visit Gothenburg this summer, so there will 
be more to come. Future articles will look at 
the 1986-1988 and the 1989-1991 models.
There was even a 1989 780 that was modi-
fied into a concept car by the U.S. team in 
Rockleigh for the Detroit Motor Show. Most 
curious of them all is 7B91, the 1992 780 
prototype that was styled and built, but 

the wood trim on the dash and doors was unique to each car. the six pieces were produced, matched, and then kept together as 
a set until the car was assembled. they were all hand-numbered on the back for identification.

Register Your 780
Do	you	have	a	780?	Please	take	a	mo-
ment	and	register	it	on	the	new	website	
www.780coupe.com.	It’s	been	more	than	10	
years	since	the	registry	was	last	updated.

The	site	will	document	the	research	as	well	
as	be	the	official	registry	for	the	780,	with	the	
5,700	cars	in	the	U.S.	as	the	primary	focus.	
There	is	also	a	classifieds	area	if	you’re	buy-
ing	or	selling	a	780.

There	have	been	some	other	online	efforts,	
such	as	the	Dutch	www.volvobertone.com.	
Jerome,	the	webmaster	and	creator,	will	be	
collaborating	and	sharing	registrations.

never became a reality. It sits tucked away 
in the back of the Volvo Museum warehouse; 
one of the many discoveries I hope to make 
while over there.
Davies Owens lives in Eagle, Idaho and can 
be reached at davies@owenspod.com.

Rolling Mar-Apr 2015.indd   26 3/1/2015   8:25:21 AM


